
UPCOMING SCHOOL EVENTS 
December 

Fri 12/3 Santa’s Workshop 

Sat 12/4 High School Placement Tests 

  Pancake Breakfast 7:30am 

  First Reconciliation 12:00 noon 

Tue 12/7     Penance Service Gr. 3, 4, 5 

Wed 12/8 Immaculate Conception Mass 1:45pm 

  24 Club 3:00pm 

  Drama Club Mtg. 3:00pm 

  It’s Academic 3:00pm 

  Student Council Mtg. 3:00pm 

  HASA Mtg. 6:30pm 

Thu 12/9 HASA N.U.T. Pass 

  First Grade Cookie Baking Day 

  Math Club Mtg. 3:00pm 

  Parent Education Series #2  - 6:30pm 

Fri 12/10 Spirit Day 

Sat 12/11 High School Placement Tests 

Tue 12/14 Hotdog Day 

  Penance Service Gr. 6, 7, 8 

Wed 12/15 Calvert Hall Band Performance 1:00pm 

  It’s Academic 3:00pm 

  Knitting Club 3:00pm 

Mon 12/20 Christmas Concert 7:00pm 

Tue 12/21 Christmas Concert for Students 10:00am 

Wed 12/22 Drama Club Tag Day (Red/Green) 

  12:00 Dismissal—Christmas Vacation Begins 

 

January 
Mon 1/3 School Re-Opens 

  Kindergarten Registration Due 

  (from Preschoolers and Siblings) 

 

Check the calendar on the school website  

for additional dates and times. 

Dec. 2, 2010 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars for our next Home and School Associa-

tion meeting on Wed., Dec. 8th at 6:30 in the Coakley Room 

of the Parish Center.  We’re looking forward to seeing you.  

Home and School Association 

Calendar Changes 
Tues., Feb. 22, 2011—NO SCHOOL (Professional Day) 

Fri., Mar. 25, 2011ðKindergarten Testing   

                                        NO SCHOOL for Gr. K, 1, 2 only. 

2011-2012 Kindergarten and First Grade  

Sibling Registration 
We are beginning to plan for our 2011-2012 school year.  

Families with students currently in our Preschool 4 have re-

ceived a re-registration form for Kindergarten and our current 

Kindergarten students have received re-registration forms for 

Grade 1.  Any other current St. Mark student that has a sibling 

starting Kindergarten or Grade 1 in September 2011 can re-

quest a sibling registration form from the office.  The deadline 

for these forms is Mon., Jan. 3rd.  Open registration for Kin-

dergarten and Grade 1 began at our Open House on Thurs., 

Nov. 11, 2010. 

Kindergarten 2011-2012 CHANGE 
We have just received confirmation that St. Mark will be able 

to offer both a half day and a full day kindergarten program for 

the 2011-2012 school year.  The state of Maryland is mandat-

ing that schools offer only a full day kindergarten program, 

and this was one of the recommendations of the Archbishop’s 

Blue Ribbon Committee on Schools.  The Catholic Schools 

Implementation Office has not yet worked out a timeline on 

when or how this will occur.  We received confirmation yester-

day that we could continue to offer a half day program for next 

year.    Please spread the word! 

As we receive direction from the Catholic Schools Implemen-

tation Office, we will keep you apprised of any future plans.  If 

you would like to read the Blue Ribbon Committee’s report in 

full, it is posted as a Quick Link on the Archdiocesan website 

at www.archbalt.org .  Click on ―School Consolidations‖.   It is 

the second document listed. 

Veteransô Day Celebration a huge success! 
 

Thank you for your donations to help us to honor and celebrate 

our Veterans and active military.  We collected $389.00 for the 

Travis Manion Foundation from our red/white/blue tag day.  

During our Veterans’ Day Assembly we displayed the snack 

donations that students brought in for the operation Welcome 

Home goodie bags.  These items were taken to BWI Airport on 

Fri., Nov. 19th and assembled into welcoming goodie bags for 

our returning soldiers.  Thank you again for your generosity. 

 

The following is a thank you letter from one of our Veterans 

who attended our assembly: 

―Congratulations and thank you, as well as all the participants, 

for the Veterans’ Day Program.  The prayers, singing, and su-

per piano work were very appropriate.  Above all the students 

were very respectful and performed their parts efficiently.  I 

saw a few tears from the audience.  I was impressed and hon-

ored to be present.‖ 

http://www.archbalt.org


Dear Families: 

 

There is a chill in the air –a sure sign that autumn is rapidly coming to an end and winter is just around the corner.    Unfortu-

nately, so are colds and viruses!   In the past several weeks, we have had children become sick while at school, and we have not 

been able to contact their parents or emergency contact persons.   No matter how old children are, they want their mom when 

they are sick – and they want to be home in their own bed.   So, please help us by making sure we have your correct phone num-

bers – home, work and cell, and also the name of an emergency contact person who can come to pick up your child if you are 

unable to do this.  Being taken home is comforting to your child and it also helps us keep contagious illness to a minimum. 

 

The Church year began anew with the first Sunday of Advent this past Sunday.  Traditionally, every home has an Advent wreath 

displayed to remind us of this holy season.  At school, we are suggesting that students say an extra prayer every day, practice 

one act of self-control each day, and do random acts of kindness for their neighbor.  This way, they will be prepared to receive 

Jesus on Christmas morn. 

 

May God give your family the gifts of peace and kindness during this season as we prepare for the coming of the King. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Mary Jo Warthen 

Drama Club News 
This Spring the St. Mark Drama Club will present  

ñSeussical, Jr.ò   
This remaining meetings will be held from 3-5pm on: 

*Wed., Dec. 8th 

*Wed., Jan. 5th 

All students will need a signed permission  form and the 

Drama Club dues.  Any further questions, please contact Mrs. 

Robin Schneider at rschneider@stmark-school.org. 

Santaôs Workshop 

 
Santa’s Workshop will be on Friday, Dec. 3rd.  

We are accepting donations of new and hand-

made items that can be purchased by the chil-

dren.  Please send all donations to the school office marked 

Vicki Wrisk-Santa’s Workshop c/o Sophia 3B.  Your generos-

ity is appreciated.  Any questions please contact Vicki Wrisk at 

vwrisk@yahoo.com. 

Drama Club Tag Day:  Wed., Dec. 22nd 
Support the Drama Club!  Bring in $1.00 and come to school 

out of uniform on Wed., Dec. 22nd.   

Please wear some red and/or green on that day. 

 

St. Mark Annual Pancake Breakfast 

Volunteerôs Needed 
St. Mark’s Annual Pancake Breakfast will be held in the Father 

Henry Hall on Sat., Dec. 4, 2010 from 7:30—10:30 am.  

Please come and have a delicious breakfast of pancakes, sau-

sage, orange juice, and coffee.  While you are there, hear the 

first graders sing Christmas carols, have your picture taken 

with Santa, and do some shopping at Santa’s Workshop.  We 

are looking for parent and 7th and 8th grade volunteers to help 

set up on Fri., Dec. 3rd, and to serve and clean-up on Sat., Dec. 

4th.  This is a great opportunity for service hours!  Contact 

Debbie Pell if you are interested in volunteering 410-788-9394 

or at pell.deb@gmail.com. 

Christmas Concert 
The St. Mark Chorus, under the direction of Mrs. Jackie John-

son, will join the St. Mark Band, under the direction of Ms. 

Erin Thamert, for our Annual Christmas Concert on Mon., 

Dec. 20th at 7:00pm in the Fr. Henry Hall.  Please join us as 

we celebrate the Christmas Season. 

 

Concert Bake Sale 
The Drama Club will be holding a bake sale during the Christ-

mas Concert.  Please stop by for a snack and support the 

Drama Club.  For more info. or to donate a baked item contact 

Carol Sauter at 410-203-1408. 

Santaôs Workshop Schedule 

 
 8:25-8:55 .................... K1/K2 and 6A/6B 

 8:55-9:25 .................... 1A and 8A/C 

 9:25-9:55 .................... 1B and 8B/C 

 9:55-10:25 .................. 2B and 7B 

 10:35-11:05 ................ 2C and 7C 

 11:05-11:35 ................ Open 

 11:35-12:05 ................ 2A and 7A 

 11:35-12:30 ................ Lunch / Recess  

 12:30-1:00 .................. 3A and 3B 

 1:30-2:00 .................... 5A and 5B 

 2:00-2:30 .................... 4A and 4B 

Good News . . .       

ñWay to Growò  

5th and 6th grade girls visit with the SSND 

On Sunday, Nov. 14th Zeal Goolesby, Rayna Heckman, 

Hailey Hook, Julia Lewis, Mallory Olivier, Ellie and Katie 

Toomey all spent the day with the School Sisters of Notre 

Dame.  They had an art session with Sisters Vincent and Ge-

rald.  They met with Sisters Dottie, Betty, and Gabriel who 

were missionaries in Bolivia and Africa. They took a tour of 

Villa Assumpta and ended their day with Mass in the Chapel.  

The students were amazed at all that the SSND’s do.  The par-

ents thought it was a wonderful day and they hope other par-

ents will take advantage of this program. 

 Collecting Empty Salsa Jars 
The First Grade is in need of 15.5 oz. empty salsa jars.  They 

will be using these for a special project.  Please send these 

empty, clean jars to the school office.  Thank you! 



Middle School Math Club 
 

Get ready to think outside the box!  Middle School Math Club 

meets —Thursday, Dec. 9th at 3:00 pm in Ms. Trefz’ room.  

Explore patterns, shapes, and designs that will make you a 

sharper math student.  Bring a snack/drink, get ready to have 

fun and take your math skills to the next level.  We have 25 

students registered and are full at this point.  If you would like 

to be put on a waiting list, please see Mrs. Hergenhan or Ms. 

Trefz. 

 

                                   Panera Bread Night 

 

 
Save the date!  St. Mark School will be having a fundraiser at 

Panera Bread on February 7, 2011.  Let the cashier know you 

are supporting St. Mark School and a percentage of the sale 

will be kicked back to St. Mark .  Hope to see everyone there! 

Middle School Lunch Reminder 

Always check your receipt each week to be sure you ordered 

that week’s middle school lunch.  No extra lunches are 

brought.  If you have not pre-ordered, you will not receive a 

lunch that day.  Any questions contact Lina Delfico at 410-465

-7552.  Thank you. 

Help Wanted 

 
Looking for an opportunity to support St. Mark with your time 

and talents?   Here are a few opportunities: 

(1) 8th grade in need of someone to apply contact/shelf liner 

       covering to shelves and window sills. 

(2)  8th grade is in need of someone to make copies. 

(3)  2nd grade is in need of someone to make transparencies. 

 

An interest has been expressed in reviving the schoolôs liter-

ary magazine to showcase our students’ creative writing and 

artistic talents.  To make this happen we need family and com-

munity support.  Do you know . . . 

¶ Someone in the printing business who may be interested 

in sponsoring the production of this magazine? 

¶ Someone with talents in Adobe Pagemaker (or other suit-

able software)  who would design the magazine’s layout? 

¶ Any business that would be interested in sponsoring the 

magazine? 

¶ Anyone with editorial talents? (Please note that the Princi-

pal has the final approval) 

¶ A poet, writer, author, artist that would like to be part of 

this creative journey? 

 

For more information on any of these opportunities, please 

email:  Events4HASA@gmail.com 

Catonsville Dinner Theatre  
presents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dec. 4 & 5, 2010 

Dec. 10, 11, & 12, 2010 

See the reverse side of this page for more details. 

Study Skills for Children 

 
We are pleased to announce the second session in a series of  

Parent Education Workshops.  Please join us for:  

  

Study Skills for Children 
Presented by Alyne Hall, LCSW-C,  

The Family Center, Kennedy Krieger Institute 

Thursday, Dec. 9, 2010 

6:30—8:30 pm 

The Coakley Room/Parish Center 

 

This session is designed to give parents the tools to support 

their children with learning good study skills to last throughout 

their academic career. 

Register for this session at:   

h t t p s : / / s p r e a d s h e e t s . g o o g l e . c o m / v i e w f o r m ?

hl=en&formkey=dHp1TmRHb0+5c2xjTEhfT115VEdYVmc6

MQ#gid=0 

 

This website is also listed on St. Mark School website, in the 

―Announcement‖ Section. 

Knights of Columbus 

Catholic High School Scholarships 
 

Each year the Maryland State Council of the Knights of Co-

lumbus awards several four year Catholic High School Schol-

arships.  These scholarships are based on academic excellence, 

personal qualifications, and financial need.  Interested parents 

and students may obtain specific information and applications 

by writing to: 

Maryland State Council 

Knights of Columbus 

10815 Stang Road 

Owings Mills, MD 21117 

Music Scholarships 

 
Seton Keough High School offers a number of partial Music 

Scholarships each year to incoming Freshmen.  Scholarships 

are awarded to instrumental, piano, and vocal music students.  

Auditions will be held on Sat., Feb. 12, 2011 at Seton Keough 

from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.  Applications must be in by Jan. 

14, 2011.  Please contact Ms. Krawczyk at 410-646-4444 ext 

1250 for more information.  Applications are available in the 

front office. 


