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Al Students And Teachers In Maryland





Insert Date
Dear Principals, Parent Representatives and Faculty Representatives,

This letter is to ask for your help in advancing the BOAST Maryland tax credit during the 2010 Legislative Session of the Maryland General Assembly.

What is BOAST?

· The BOAST Coalition is a diverse group of nonpublic schools, educational enrichment programs and business leaders formed to ensure that every K-12 student in Maryland has access to high-quality, diverse, and affordable educational opportunities.

· The BOAST Maryland tax credit is legislation that benefits students and teachers in both nonpublic and public schools by providing a state income tax credit to businesses that donate to scholarship organizations, innovative education programs or state-aided institutions.

Why didn’t BOAST pass during the 2009 Legislative Session?

· Delegate Shelia Hixson, the Chair of the House Ways and Means Committee, would not bring the BOAST legislation to a committee vote even though the legislation had bi-partisan support and more than 70 sponsors. Opposition continues, specifically, from Montgomery County delegates.

· We did, however, make significant gains with other members of the Committee.

What is our plan for the 2010 Legislative Session?

· We will hold a statewide forum on March 3, 2010 for all nonpublic principals, teachers, families, supporters and members of the business community to provide training and information to further increase awareness and enthusiasm for BOAST.

· We are also looking to significantly increase active participation in our online advocacy BOAST Network.

Why is your participation critical?

· Because the delegates who represent the legislative district in which your school is located have opposed the BOAST legislation and they need to hear directly from you about the importance of nonpublic schools to the success of the Maryland educational system and how important the BOAST legislation is to your school.

· Because your school benefits directly. If the BOAST legislation passes and your tuition is under $11,556 per year, your students could receive scholarships to attend your school.

· Because if you take your enrollment and multiply that times $11,556 that is how much your school saves the State of Maryland annually.

· Because it’s all about the students. You can hear it from their mouths directly. Go to our website and click on the featured videos.

What are we asking you to?

· Sign your school up as a member of the BOAST Coalition. Go to our website, click on “About Us,” and click on “Become a Partner.”

· Get as many members of your school community as possible to sign up for our online advocacy BOAST Network. You will receive automatic email alerts about legislative issues impacting Maryland’s students and teachers and a pre-drafted email to send your elected officials. Go to the website, click on “join the BOAST Network,” and click on “join the BOAST Network here.”

· Identify and provide contact information for businesses in your legislative district that would be willing to support BOAST.

Should you have any questions about the Coalition or the BOAST Maryland tax credit, feel free to contact us at 410-919-8816. Thank you in advance for your interest and support.

Sincerely,

Insert Name

BOAST Team Member

Contact Us:

BOAST Maryland

P.O. Box 1987, Annapolis, MD 21404

Phone: 410-919-8816 fax: 410-269-1790

info@boastmaryland.org--www.boastmaryland.org
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